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MUSLIM Institute convened a conference on Seerat-un-Nabi#k
(the Life and Conduct of the Exalted Prophet Muhammad #%&) on
Tuesday, 25 August 2026, at the Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai
Auditorium, Islamabad. The proceedings commenced with
welcome remarks delivered by Mr. Saeed Ahmed Taj.
Distinguished guest speakers offered scholarly reflections on
various dimensions of the life, teachings, and character of the
Exalted Prophet Muhammad HEy. The proceedings concluded
with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Qaisra Alvi. The conference
was attended by distinguished audience comprising
ambassadors, members of the diplomatic corps, scholars, legal
practitioners, policymakers, and academicians. Mr. Zaland Khan
moderated the proceedings.
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MR. SAEED AHMED TAJ

v
> 7 | extend my heartfelt thanks to Sahibzada

| [j/ ! Sultan Ahmed Ali and the MUSLIM Institute
" = for inviting me to this conference. The life of
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the Prophet Muhammad @& offers us the paradigm of migration, or
Hijrah, and of the society and system he established in its wake.
Within few years of founding this new economic and political
order, one could not find a single individual in that society in need
of charity(zakat). This was the revolution that took place within his
lifetime, a revolution whose defining features were inherent to his
own person. There is a need of the hour to incorporate subjects
such as "The Leadership of Muhammad ik ¥ ""Muhammad #:¥ as
a Statesman," "Muhammad #%% as an Economist," and
"Muhammad #%5 as a Crisis Manager" in academic courses.
Today, as the world has become a global village, Muslims are
positioned to introduce, through the model of his life and conduct,
for the of governance and society, one for which the present age
has profound and urgent need.

PROF. JALEEL AALI

During the period of Muslim ascendancy in
the Subcontinent, it was an established
literary convention that poets, irrespective of
their religious affiliation,would include verses
£ in praise of God (Hamd) and in praise of the
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Exalted Prophet #&)Na'at) at the opening of their poetry
collection (masnavi or diwan). Following the colonial period,
however, a significant movement emerged within Urdu literature
that recast the concepts of justice and equality on a materialist
foundation and even religion came to be characterised as "the
opium of the masses," and literary journals fell increasingly under
the influence of circles espousing this view, with the consequence
that Na'at came to be regarded as separate from, or external to,
literature.

By contrast, Prophet Muhammad il occupied a central position
in the thought of Allama Igbal at the very same colonial time. His
poetry reveals a profound expression of love for the Prophet ety
and of Islamic civilisational consciousness.

Following the establishment of Pakistan, this tradition was further
strengthened, and Na'at was restored as a central component of
literary journals and poetic tradition.

Many of the adverse cultural transformations introduced through
globalisation and the market economy failed to penetrate
Pakistani society to the same degree observed in other societies.
The traditions of people like Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, of devotional
(Arifana) poetry, and of the classical musical lineages (gharanas)
served to neutralise the influence of modern global musical and
cultural currents through the distinctive genius of Pakistan's
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This cultural capital is inextricably bound to loyalty, love, and
devotion toward the Prophet Muhammad #E¥ . For this reason,
Na'at is not merely a poetic genre but a vital constituent of
Pakistan's cultural identity, intellectual tradition, and collective
consciousness.

PROF DR. MUHAMMAD AKRAM VIRK

,-j/ The Prophet Muhammad #& declared in his

Farewell Sermon (Khutbah Hajjat-ul-Wada):
"O people, every value of the Age of Ignorance
do | trample beneath my feet this day." It follows, then, that the
Jahiliyyah, or Age of Ignorance, in Islamic reckoning is the period
preceding the Exalted Prophet's #5 blessed birth and that the
period following it constitutes an age of enlightenment. The
Prophetic biography (Seerah) and the faith it embodies are not
confined to Muslims alone but constitute a global religion In the
Qur'an, Allah has introduced His Exalted Prophet HEk as a mercy
to all the worlds (Rahmatul-lil-Alameen), the revealed Book as a
reminder to all the worlds (Zikrul-lil-Alameen), and Himself as the
Lord of all the worlds (Rabb-ul-Alameen). This universal
dimension and global vision of Islam demand particular attention
in the present age, one that cannot be reduced to geographical
boundaries, sectarian divisions, or the distinctions among various
schools ofjurisprudence (figh).
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Western thought and philosophy, on the basis of its own
civilisational experience, presents democracy, women's rights,
religious tolerance, interfaith harmony, fundamental human
rights, and freedom of expression as the final destination of
humanity's civilisational progress. The West claims that humanity
has arrived at a point beyond which no superior philosophy of life
can be conceived.

Islam, by contrast, presents a universal message and a complete
code of life valid until the Day of Judgment. The present decline of
the Muslim Ummah is not a decline of Islam itself, but rather a
weakness in the practice of Muslims. The mostfundamental basis
for a return to Islam, and for understanding its practical
application, is the Prophetic biography (Seerah), for Islam is that
which the Messenger of Allah 7% demonstrated through his own
conduct.

Religion generates spiritual unity, and itis mature leadership that
transforms this spiritual unity into political unity. The founders of
Pakistan achieved the creation of Pakistan precisely by
converting this spiritual unity into political unity.

The State of Medina must also be understood in terms of
tolerance, harmony, and its relations with various religious
communities. Through the Constitution of Medina (Mithag-e-
Madinah), the Jews and the Muslims were recognised as a single
community not on the basis of religious affiliation, but on the basis
of shared citizenship of the state; the Covenant of Najran
(Muahida-e-Najran) with the Christians similarly stands as an
example of religious tolerance.
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With respect to women, it is likewise necessary to understand the
distinction between Islam itself and the practice of Muslims. Islam
spoke not of the liberation of women in the Western sense, but of
the rights of women, granting them rights of inheritance, dower
(mahr), maintenance (nan-o-nafagah), and other entitlements.
The world has come to equate the conduct of Muslims with Islam
itself. Islamic law also accords significant importance to the
protection of women's financial and legal rights. Muslim jurists
(fugaha), established the concept that mere consent cannot serve
as a valid basis for an action if it results in harm to a person. In
matters of dower and inheritance as well,the rights of women have
been afforded legal protection.

AMBASSADOR (R) AFRASIAB MEHDI
HASHMI QURESHI
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e \ The name Muhammad #:& was new among

‘ the tribes of Mecca, and it signified: the
A personality who is praised. Today, more than
"= 150 million people have the name

Muhammad, which is unprecedented in
human history. Even after the passage of fifteen hundred years,
the Prophethood of Muhammad #% continues to be proclaimed
five times daily in every mosque through the call to prayer
(Adhan). The intellectual and national contributions of Pakistan's
nuclear scientists and the establishment of Pakistan under the
leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, were both
undergirded by the message of Muhammad #:& as a foundational
motivating force.
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To understand Islam, it is necessary that the Qur'an be read
directly. Understanding the history of Islam and of Muslims
likewise requires engagement with primary sources. The
biographical works of Ibn Hisham and lbn Ishaq on the life of the
Prophet HEE are among the foundational early texts for
understanding Islamic history and the Prophetic biography
(Seerah). In this regard, it is equally necessary for scholars and
educators to engage with the study of these works.

Muhammad Ali Jinnah was accustomed to saying that if Muslims
know how to die for Islam, they must also learn how to live for
Islam. Muslims are divided into various sects, but no individual,
regardless of sectarian affiliation,can deny reverence and love for
the Prophet of Islam ¢ .

Issues such as disillusionment and corruption in Pakistan are
often presented in a manner suggesting that Pakistan is a failure
in every respect, whereas a comparative examination of
conditions in other countries is equally necessary. Corruption and
related problems are not confined to Pakistan alone. There are
number of world leading capitals where there exist no—go areas
for foreigners, however, we do not find any no-go area in
Islamabad oreven Rawalpindi or Lahore
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Our Prophet #Ey was not merely a preacher, but also a diplomat, a
general, a teacher,an administrator,and a negotiator. He was the
mentor of generals such as Khalid ibn al-Walid, and he was
likewise engaged in dialogue for interfaith harmony. Itis precisely
this comprehensive dimension of the Messenger of Allah's S
personality that must be understood in the study of the Prophetic
biography (Seerah).

QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION

N

The Qur'an is a comprehensive book, meaning that certain of its
rulings (ahkam) are stated in detail, others are stated in summary
form, and still others are stated as general principles. Those
matters stated as general principles were elaborated and
elucidated by the Messenger of Allah #Ey For example,when the
envoys of Musaylimah (the Liar) came before the Prophet #,
Musaylimah had already laid claim to prophethood, yet,according
to the wording recorded in Musnad Ahmad, the Prophet HEE said
that were it not for the international convention against killing
envoys, he would have had both of them executed. The
implication is that although the Messenger of Allah ik
possessed full authority within Islam to enforce this penalty, he
ﬂ?[ﬁ‘suspended its application in light of the prevailing
international convention.
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When we engage in dialogue, we should communicate in the
idiom and manner that one's interlocutor understands. The West
will comprehend matters on the basis of reason, human nature,
and the framework of human psychology. This is analogous to the
era of Imam al-Ghazali, when Greek philosophy was penetrating
Muslim societies, and he accordingly employed the language of
philosophy in his response. Muslim scholars expounded the
underlying wisdom and rationale of Islamic injunctions purely on
the basis of reason and human nature.

When the Companions were sent forth by the command of the
Prophet HEE to propagate the faith, they were instructed not to
present Islam as a rigid or harsh religion, for Islam is not
characterized by severity but is, rather, a religion of ease. They
were furtherinstructed not to interfere with or desecrate the places
of worship of any other religion, and, likewise, not to harm or
demean any monk, priest, or ascetic (sadhu) engaged in worship
therein.

After the academic session, Naat Poetry Recital session was also
held in which distinguished poets including Mr. Jaleel Aali, Mr.
Idrees Azad, Mrs. Farah Rizvi, Mr. Saeed Shariq, Dr. Rubab
Tabassum , Mr. Gohar Awan and Mrs. Yasmeen Kanwal
presented their Naatia poetry. Meanwhile, Mr. Mustahsan Jami
moderated this session.
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DR. QAISRA ALVI

The Chairman of MUSLIM Institute,
Sahibzada Sultan Ahmed Ali's intellectual
vision, spiritual devotion, and profound love for
the Exalted Prophet #E¥ continue to inspire
such scholarly, literary, and research
initiatives. The Seerah of the Exalted Prophet #E5 must be
approached not merely as a subject of reverence but as one of
sustained research, reflection, and practical application, one
capable of shaping character, discourse, and collective life, and
that Na'at, far from being simple poetry, remains an enduring
civilizational expression of love for the Prophet #%¥, one urgently
needed in an age of mounting intellectual and cultural challenge.
Such events are a great source of satisfaction for inner self. My
sincere thanks to Sahibzada Sahib for organizing a conference on
these emerging trends that are essential today. | would also like to
express my gratitude to the MUSLIM Institute, speakers, Poets
and all participants.
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